AHSTF Trip Rules and Regulations

In order for everyone associated with the festival to have a safe and enjoyable time in Scotland and England, the following rules have been established by the American High School Theatre Festival. Individual school groups may make additions to these basic guidelines to coincide with their school rules. Students must follow all directions from all AHSTF staffers. Directors and chaperones.

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO - Students must abide by local ordinances as well as United Kingdom laws with regard to the use of alcohol and tobacco.  Individuals, sponsors and chaperones may apply their own rules as well. No smoking is permitted on the Bankside House and Pollock Halls campuses, the dining halls or the AHSTF performance venue.

DRUGS - All participants in AHSTF are warned that the United Kingdom laws and penalties with regard to the possession and usage of narcotics are more severe than those in the United States.  Whether a juvenile or adult, you are out of the US government jurisdiction. All drug use is strictly prohibited.

ARRESTS - AHSTF participants arrested by the United Kingdom authorities for criminal acts or misdemeanors are no longer the responsibility of AHSTF. Parents and guardians will be informed of the phone number and address of the appropriate law enforcement agency to contact.

UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS - During the Festival weeks. United Kingdom law enforcement officials will pay particular attention to foreign visitors. Remember that you are a guest in Scotland and England representing the United States.

DORMITORY RULES

· Students are not permitted in the dorm rooms housing students of the opposite sex.

· Students must keep their rooms locked at all times. Lost keys will result in a $75.00 per incident replacement fee.
· Students are not allowed to deface the Universities or remove university property.

· Individual students will be held responsible by the University of Edinburgh, Bankside House and AHSTF for any damages. Students and their parents / guardians will be billed for damage fees not collected at check-out.

· For safety reasons, students may not remove any structures from the dorms such as window screens. Fines will be assessed for such violations. Students who repeat such offenses will be sent home at their parents' expense.

· Prior to check-out in Edinburgh and London, students must clean out their rooms.

UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS
· Students must adhere to all University regulations with regard to food and beverages in rooms, lounges, auditoriums, classrooms and other facilities.

· No burning of any item is permitted.

· Fireworks are against the law in the United Kingdom.

· No structures at the Universities are to be defaced.

· Students are guests of the Universities and must behave with respect and proper manners. Unnecessary noise, improper language and reckless behavior will not be allowed.  Respect for other students, all AHSTF participants, the officers, staff and local citizens is expected and necessary for a successful festival.

· Students should walk on sidewalks at all times instead of in the streets. Remember that automobiles drive on the "wrong side of the road" in the United Kingdom.

· The University of Edinburgh, Bankside House and AHSTF are not responsible for loss or breakage of personal effects, monies or valuables.

BADGES AND PASSPORTS - Please keep your passport in a secure place during the trip.   If you discover you have lost your passport, please alert your teacher and the AHSTF office immediately so we may begin processing a new one.

AHSTF will have identification name badges for all participants when they arrive at Pollock Halls. These badges should be worn at all times to identify persons at the dorms, venues. Festival functions and meals.

FESTIVAL ATTENDANCE - Students are expected to attend all school and AHSTF group functions. Festival staff will regularly check dorm rooms and floors each day for dorm infractions.

ADMISSION TO AHSTF SHOWS - All groups will be scheduled to attend four other AHSTF shows during their stay. All AHSTF participants receive free admission on a space available basis to all other AHSTF shows by showing their badges. Groups and individuals can request performance seats on a space available basis 24 hours in advance at the AHSTF tour central office.

CURFEWS - Students must be in their assigned dormitory room by 12 midnight. Quiet hours begin at 11 PM. An AHSTF representative will periodically check on the dorms from 8 AM - 10 PM each day and a University of Edinburgh proctor will monitor the front dorm door from 10 PM - 4 AM each night. Students entering the dorm after curfew will be reported to their Director and AHSTF staff for disciplinary action.  

After-curfew passes for students attending late night shows must be obtained from their chaperones. The chaperone will forward the pass to the dorm proctor. Each Director will give directions to their students on how and when these passes can be obtained. Students with passes may check in after midnight BUT must be in before 1 AM.  Signed permission by an adult chaperone is required.

TRAIN PROCEDURES - On Friday, August 1st, the entire group will be travelling from London to Edinburgh via privately chartered train. Because of the tight regulations governing the use of time on the track, it is important for each participant to board the train quickly and to pay careful attention to all instructions given regarding train procedures. Each group will be given specific loading and unloading instructions prior to the trip. Please make sure every member of your group reads and understands what is required for a safe and speedy train experience.  Further, all participants should take special care not to inflict any damage to the train.

MEALS - Each group has pre-assigned meals at Bankside House and Pollock Halls. Please note on your itinerary which meals you are scheduled to eat and plan accordingly. Each participant will get breakfast daily and one other meal depending on their scheduled activities for the day.  Individuals and/or groups cannot take an unassigned meal or switch one for another in a given day. Your group's detailed itinerary will be mailed to you in July.

VIOLATION OF AHSTF RULES - Violations and consequences are separated into two categories. Minor violations will be handled by the student's Director. These violations could result in restricted free time, prohibited participation in certain activities, adjusted curfew or other possible actions deemed appropriate by the Director.

Major violations will be handled by the student's Director and the staff of AHSTF. These violations could result in multi-day suspension of activities, removal from school performances, an earlier trip home at the parents' expense or other possible actions deemed appropriate by the Director and AHSTF staff.

Violations include: use of tobacco, curfew violations, opposite sex in dorm room, use of alcohol or drugs, arrests, leaving dorm after curfew, property damage, violation of University regulations, disobeying or disrespecting adult chaperones or AHSTF staff.

